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Local Governments Ask Courts to Reverse FCC Rulingn Video Franchising

Washington, DC — Local government organizationsasgnting municipal and county officials across
America today asked the Federal courts to revlseecent franchising order adopted by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) that would severedyrict the ability of local governments to piaite
their citizens, rights-of-way, community channatsl gublic safety networks. In addition, the FCQeor
would lead to a tremendous reduction in the revemeeeived by local governments for use of theints of
way, as well as loss of cable services to many gowental buildings and schools.

The formal Petitions for Review filed today saié thCC order “exceeds the FCC'’s statutory authdiy,
“arbitrary and capricious,” “an abuse of discretiansupported by substantial evidence, and in tifwiaof
the United States Constitution.” The FCC ordeo &golates both the Communications Act and
Administrative Procedure Act’s public notice regumrents,” according to the Petitions.

Organizations participating in the court challebgéhe FCC order include the Alliance for Commutimras
Democracy (ACD), Alliance for Community Media (ACMYational Assaociation of Counties (NACo),
National League of Cities (NLC), National Assoamatiof Telecommunications Officials and Advisors
(NATOA), and The United States Conference of MayttSCM).

According to these groups, the repercussions oF@@’s order are far-reaching and extreme on nungero
fronts. Local governments want competition invideo marketplace, but the FCC's order ignoreslloca
interests, provides regulatory advantages for adithie largest telecommunications companies in the
country, and is simply contrary to law in many resgs.

Local government representatives also expressemkooover the loss of protections for their residdithe
FCC order were to stand. According to these @fi;ithe order provides little recognition of theeed by
local governments to protect public rights of wayd to ensure that all their citizens benefit fiogreased
competition and advances in telecommunicationgi@clgy — not just a chosen few.

For more information, contact:

ACD: Barbara Popovic, 312-738-1400

ACM: Anthony Riddle, 202-393-2650

NACo: Jim Philipps, 202-942-4220

NLC: Sherry Conway Appel, 202-626-3003, or CardBmieman, 202-626-3023
NATOA: Steve Traylor, 703-519-8035

USCM: Elena Temple, 202-861-6719



